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PRESS RELEASE

Repetitive Acts
The Power of Weaving and Textile in Contemporary Art

Opening: 6 December 2024, 19:30 @ NiMAC

Curator: Dr. Elena Stylianou

Research Team:
Dr. Antigone Heraclidou
Senior Researcher, CYENS Centre of Excellence / Cyprus University of Technology (TEPAK)

Dr. Despo Pasia
Honorary Senior Research Fellow, UCL- Institute of Education, Un. of London

Coordinator of Events: Damianos Zisimou
Duration: 6 December 2024 - 26 April 2025

Artists: Vassia Adamou-Vanezi, Hasan Aksaygin, Kyriaki Costa, Panayiotis Doukanaris, Theodoulos
Gregoriou, Marina Kassianidou, Christos Kyriakides, Toula Liasi, Maria Loizidou, Joanna Louca,
Mariandrie, Anastasia Mina, Theodoulos Polyviou, Efi Spyrou, Lefteris Tapas.

The exhibition “Repetitice Acts: The power of weaving and textile in contemporary art”, which
opens on the 6th of December 2024 at the Nicosia Municipal Arts Centre, Associated with the
Pierides Foundation [NiMAC] explores the enduring power of weaving as a medium of
communication, storytelling, and resistance. From ancient Peruvian textiles to contemporary Afghan
“War Rugs”, textiles have served as a silent yet eloquent transmitter of meaning and memory. This
exhibition brings weaving’s legacy into the present, showing how contemporary artists from Cyprus
transcend its domestic associations to become a space for political, cultural, and personal
expression. The act of making, the repetitive patterns, and the ritual of repetition in the process are all
equally significant.

The exhibition unpacks both the processes and meanings of contemporary reinterpretations of
weaving and explores the political, cultural, and mnemonic meanings of what has been historically
associated with undervalued housework or folk art. Using intricate techniques and intermedial
practices (photography, drawing, sound, video, and installation), the artists in the exhibition reinvent
the familiar crafts of embroidery, knitting, and weaving, blurring the lines between past and present,
known and unknown, expected and unexpected. The works often challenge patriarchal structures,
normative trends, and power relations. Alternative materials like luminous neon threads, unyielding
basalt fibers, wire, and glass carry narratives of persistence, resilience, labor, and our connections to
the land, while also examining themes of memory, gender, identity and historicity.

The section “Threads”, a modest nod to the latest examples of a long-standing local tradition,
emphasizes weaving’s presence in the everyday. Featuring objects, archival photographic material,
works by Nina lacovou, Toula Liasi and Vassia Adamou-Vanezi, as well as interviews with weaving
scholars, the section weaves the metaphorical and literal connections between this long-standing art
and contemporary practice. The section is complemented by a wall-walk in homage to women who
have preserved and continued this tradition while a glossary reveals the breadth of both weaving
practices and the cross-cultural influences that have defined it.
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In effect, Repetitive Acts invites reflection on weaving and textiles not as static traditions, but as
dynamic and evolving, ultimately also offering new perspectives on Cyprus’s layered histories and
contemporary art practices, while reminding us of the transformative, liberating potential of this

ancient yet ever-relevant art form.

The exhibition and the performance “Tanisma” are funded by the Department of Contemporary

Culture, Deputy Ministry of Culture.

The section Threads is made possible by the generous support of the Cultural Center of Bank of

Cyprus, the Cyprus Handicraft Services, People of Cyprus, and the Cyprus Library.

The parallel program is made possible by the generous support of the Cyprus Handicraft Services.

PARALLEL PROGRAM

Performance | Tanisma
By Selas Dance Company: Maria Kamberi & Demetris Yiasemides
Friday 13 and Saturday 14 December 2024 | 19:00

Guided tours by the curator

Wednesday | 18:00

22 January 2025 | Greek

5 March 2025 | English

To book please call 22797400, Monday to Friday 8:30 - 15:00

Educational programs for children 4 - 7 years old
Designed by museum educator Elena Panagiotou

Saturday | 10:30-12:00 | Fee €10

28 December 2024

25 January | 22 February | 15 March | 12 April 2025

To book please call 22797400, Monday to Friday 8:30 - 15:00

Weaving workshops for adults
Organised by the Cyprus Handicraft Service.
To be announced at a later date

Panel discussion | Weaving Reinvented
To be announced at a later date

Opening hours

Wednesday - Saturday: 10:00 — 20:00
Sunday: 10:00-18:00

Monday & Tuesday: Closed

NiMAC
19, Palias llektrikis, 1016 Nicosia, T: 22797400

info@nimac.org.cy , www.nimac.org.cy, www.facebook.com/NiMACnicosia/
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